WIB

Media Contact: wt_nrkaozce !_Im:els:mepr B:I:a_rdl_
Nicola Wissler Driving Econamic Success
Communications Coordinator

(559) 713-5208

nlwissler@tularewib.org FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

www.tularewib.org November 5, 2025

WIB and Employment Connection Announce County-Wide Events to Help Ag Families Access
Job Training

TULARE COUNTY, CA — The Workforce Investment Board (WIB) and Employment Connection of
Tulare County are hosting a series of free, bilingual information sessions throughout the county
to help farmworkers and their families learn more about Ag Skills Advancement and receive
hands-on support with enroliment.

Ag Skills Advancement is Tulare County’s response to the ongoing transformation in agriculture,
driven by technological advancements, shifting regulations, and the growing impacts of climate
change. These changes have redefined what it means to work in the agricultural sector, creating
both challenges and new opportunities for local workers.

Ag Skills Advancement helps farmworkers and adult members of their households gain new
skills, explore career opportunities, and access support services that lead to higher wages and
greater stability. Participants can explore careers in traditional agricultural roles like equipment
operation, irrigation, and agribusiness, as well as transition into other high-demand fields,
including healthcare, manufacturing, and technology.

Each event will feature bilingual presentations, music, and personalized assistance with
enrolling in the program. Dates, times, and locations can be found at
www.employmentconnect.org/ag-skills-advancement.

“Farmworkers are the backbone of our local economy,” said Jennie Bautista, Interim Executive
Director of the WIB. “Ag Skills Advancement helps them build on their experience, learn new
skills, and pursue a better future for themselves and their families.”

Participants must live in Tulare County and have at least one household member working in
agriculture. The program offers no-cost job training, bilingual coaching, and help with childcare,
transportation, and access to tools, clothing, or tablets to support participation.

Ag Skills Advancement is fully funded by a $1,000,000 grant from the U.S. Department of
Labor’s Disaster Relief National Dislocated Worker Grant program.
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About the Workforce Investment Board of Tulare County: WI B
The Workforce Investment Board of Tulare County believes that too many Workforce Investment Board
people are unemployed or in low-wage jobs that don’t sustain their families, Driving Economic Success

and too many businesses have high-quality jobs that go unfilled. The mission

of the Workforce Investment Board of Tulare County (WIB) is to advance the economic vitality
of Tulare County through strategic funding investments aimed at growing the skills and talent of
our workforce. The WIB brings funding to the region to convene industry, identify skills gaps,
and broker solutions that help local businesses find the skilled workforce they need to succeed.

The Workforce Investment Board of Tulare County, an equal opportunity employer/program,
funds this project. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with
disabilities.



